
BITRI
BOTSWANA INSTITUTE FOR TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Introduction of New 
Members of the BITRI 
Board of Directors

Maranyane House, Plot 50654, Machel Drive           Private Bag 0082, Gaborone, Botswana           +267 360 7500   +267 3607 624 
 communications@bitri.co.bw          www.bitri.co.bw

The Botswana Institute for Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI) is a parastatal under the Ministry of Tertiary Education, Research, Science and Technology, established in 
2012 to conduct needs-based research and development in focused areas. 

The Mandate of BITRI is to identify, develop and/or adapt appropriate technology solutions that provides sustainable innovative solutions through co-creation and collaboration in 
line with national priorities and needs of Batswana. 

Members of the BITRI Board of Directors are appointed for a three-year term,and can be re-appointed for a second term of two years. The Board of Directors is responsible for the 
strategic direction of the organisation. It comprises of  members from different sectors such as academia, mining, private sector and research.

The following have been appointed to the BITRI Board of Directors with effect from 1st August 2018:

Ms Lesego M. Thamae is the Director of the Department of Research Science and 
Technology (DRST), in the Ministry of Tertiary Education, Research, Science and Technology 
Ms Thamae holds an MSc in Forestry from the University of Stellenbosch in South Africa. 

Before joining the DRST, she worked for and led the Forestry Association of Botswana, a 
local non-governmental organisation. Her current portfolio includes creation of a conducive 
environment for research and innovation, development of national research science and 
technology strategies, and coordination of their implementation. She led the development 
of the approved Research Science Technology and Innovation Policy of 2011, and its 
implementation plan.

Dr Poloko Moloko Kebaabetswe is the Director, Heritage Research Solutions and Green 
Heritage Wellness Centre. She holds a PhD in Public Health and Behavioural Science from 
the University of Texas. Dr Kebaabetswe was a Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Health 
Sciences before joining Botswana Harvard Partnership as a Behavioural Scientist and later 
joined BOTUSA (Botswana-USA) as a Co-Principal Investigator in the TRUVADA TDF2 HIV 
study. She joined the University of Botswana, School of Medicine as Director of the Health 
Systems Research Unit (HSRU). She has also worked as a Consultant at the Botswana Harvard 
Partnership and at UNICEF Botswana. She served in the World Health Organization Scientific 
and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) of the Special program for Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases and regionally served in the WHO African Advisory Committee on 
Health Research and Development in Congo, Brazzaville. 

Dr Kebaabetswe is a recipient of several distinguished awards both locally and internationally 
such as, the Center for Disease Control (CDC), & the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry (ATSDR), USA, Meritorious Honors Award from American Embassy - CDC for 
Outstanding Contributions to the BOTUSA Strategic Plan on Human Capacity Development. 
She was also awarded the International Public Health Leadership Award for Dedication and 
Leadership after successfully directing the TDF2 HIV Prevention Study from the Disease Control, 
Coordinating Office for Global Health, Department of Health and Human Services, USA. 

Dr Sebusi Odisitse is a Lecturer in the Department of Chemical and Forensic Sciences at 
the Botswana International University of Science and Technology (BIUST). Dr Sebusi holds 
a PhD in Chemistry from the University of Cape Town in South Africa. Before joining 
BIUST, Dr Sebusi previously held the position of Researcher at BITRI in the department of 
Nanomaterials, involved in research for diagnostics specifically in water, food, human 
and animal health, environment, water filtration and air filtration technologies. He also 
worked at the Institute of Health Sciences in Molepolole, University of Cape Town and 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology in Cape Town, South Africa. His research interests 
are in Bio-inorganic, Physical and Analytical Separation Techniques, Materials Science and 
Nanotechnology and has published extensively in world-renowned publications. He is a 
professional member of the Royal Society of Chemistry (UK), American Chemical Society 
(US) and South African Chemical Institute (SA). 

He serves as a Board of Director for Botswana Geoscience Institute, and Chemical 
Weapons (Prohibition), as well as in other national committees.

Force Tefo Thema is a Senior Technologist at the Botswana University of Agriculture & Natural 
Resources. He holds a PhD in Condensed Physics/ Nanotechnology from University of South 
Africa (UNISA). Before joining BUAN, he worked in various capacities at Owens Corning, 
Botswana Breweries and Debswana Diamond Mining Company. Dr Thema is a recipient of 
several awards and honours, among them, the iThemba-LABS and National Research Fund 
(NRF) top awards in 2014, 2015 & 2016 for excellent research progress. 

Dr Thema is a Fellow of the Nanosciences African Network (NanoAfnet), as well as National 
Coordinator of the UNESCO-Unisa Africa Chair in Nanosciences/Nanotechnology, 
Botswana Chapter. He is on the Editorial Board of the Nanomedicine and Nanotechnology 
Open Access (NNOA) journal. In addition, Dr Thema is the Botswana Representative in the 
African Network for Solar Energy (Ansole) and a Member of the Gandhi Inspired Student 
Exchange Programme Committee (UNISA). 
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Tender Notice
Open Domestic Tender No. BITRI 332.63/005/2020 – The Provision of 
Gardening, Landscaping and Maintenance Services

(Reserved for 100% Citizen Owned Companies)

Botswana Institute for Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI) invites 100% citizen 
owned companies to submit proposals for ‘The Provision of Gardening, Landscaping 
and Maintenance Services’. Tenderers are informed that there will be a compulsory 
site visit at BITRI Head Office, Maranyane House, Plot 50654 Machel Drive, Gaborone on 
Friday 16th November 2020 at 0900 hours (CAT).

A non-refundable fee of BWP250.00 shall be paid by bidders to BITRI Accounts Office 
prior to collection of tender documents. Payment maybe in the form of cash or via Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT). 

Companies must be registered with the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board 
(PPADB) in the following categories:

Code 137 Sub code 01

Closing Date and Time 
The closing date and time of the Tender is 27 November 2020, at 0900hrs (CAT). 

Any communication concerning clarification of the contents of this invitation to bidders 
should be forwarded either in writing, facsimile or email to Procurement Officer.

Botswana Institute for Technology Research and Innovation
Private Bag 0082, Gaborone, Botswana 
Fax: (+267) 360 7624 Email: procurement@bitri.co.bw
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BITRI, NHL COLLABORATION 
SEQUENCES 16 GENOMES 
OF COVID-19 VIRUSES 
FOUND IN BOTSWANA 

The Botswana Institute for Technology Research 
and Innovation (BITRI) in collaboration with the 
National Health Laboratory have successfully 

sequenced sixteen whole genomes of  COVID-19 
viruses that were first introduced into Botswana. This 
was achieved through a project funded by the National 
Institute for Health Research Global Health Research 
Unit Tackling Infections to Benefit Africa (TIBA). 

TIBA is an Africa-led, wide-ranging, multi-disciplinary 
research programme that explores and draws lessons 
from the ways that different African health systems 
tackle infectious diseases. Through TIBA, the University 
of  Edinburgh is working in partnerships with researchers 
from nine African countries, including Botswana, to 
generate new knowledge and inform comparative 
analyses of  health systems.

Whole genome sequencing of  viruses has become a 
useful tool for understanding the ability of  viruses to 
cause disease, track the evolution of  viral genomes 
during transmission and at different time points of  
infections in individual patients. 

By studying and comparing viral genomes from 
different countries, analysis of  genetic mutations 
across the SARS-CoV-2 genomes can be used in the 
development of  efficacious vaccines, novel treatments 
and improvement of  diagnostic tests. To aid this effort, 
six local SARS-CoV-2 genomes have been uploaded to 
GISAID database, making Botswana the 16th African 
Country to deposit SARS-CoV-2 genomes into the 
public database. 

Nanopore sequencing technology is potable and 

generates sequences in real time. Therefore, this 
technology is appropriate for clinical diagnostics, 
epidemiological surveillance and can complement 
contact tracing by using the unique DNA sequences 
of  viruses to track the source of  infection, in cases in 
which the source is unclear. BITRI intends to build local 
capacity in Nanopore sequencing technology by training 
public health professionals and laboratory scientist in 
various Research and Academic Institutions. 

Application of  this technology will help monitor the 
genetic changes of  the local circulating viral lineages 
and help understand the community transmission 
patterns of  SARS-CoV-2 outbreaks in Botswana.   
This knowledge is vital in informing public health 
decision making and can help guide disease control and 
prevention strategies.

	
	

	

	

	

	

	

  
 
 
 
 

	
	
 

	

	

	

	

                    
																							

	

	

	

	

	

Disclaimer: This research was commissioned by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Global Health Research programme (16/136/33) using UK aid from the UK Government. 
The views expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the NIHR or the Department of Health and Social Care.
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Botswana Institute for Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI) invites 100% 
citizen owned companies to submit proposals for ‘The Provision of Gardening, 
Landscaping and Maintenance Services’. Tenderers are informed that there will 
be a compulsory site visit at BITRI Head Office, Maranyane House, Plot 50654 Machel 
Drive, Gaborone on Monday 16th November 2020 at 0900 hours (CAT).

A non-refundable fee of BWP250.00 shall be paid by bidders to BITRI Accounts Office 
prior to collection of tender documents. Payment maybe in the form of cash or via 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). 

Companies must be registered with the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board 
(PPADB) in the following categories:
	 Code 137 Sub code 01

Closing Date and Time 
The closing date and time of the Tender is 27 November 2020, at 0900hrs (CAT). 

Any communication concerning clarification of the contents of this invitation to bidders 
should be forwarded either in writing, facsimile or email to Procurement Officer.
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